the defects (Fig. 1) , which was complete in 8 weeks (Fig. 2) and the baby was then discharged from hospital.
Comment Walker et al. (1960) and Gross, Lindemayr, and Pospisil (quoted by Walker et al., 1960 ) reviewed a total of 275 published cases of skin aplasia, of which only 33 had skin defects affecting the trunk. Boureau (quoted by Sukarochana, 1969) reported a newborn with a scalp defect together with bilateral thoraco-abdominal skin defects; Sukarochana (1969) and Patriarca, Manzia, and Cortesi (1972) reported two cases each of thoraco-abdominal skin defects.
The cause of these skin defects remains controversial. Abt (1917) believed that adhesion of amniotic membrane to the skin of the fetus resulted in skin ulceration, but this concept is hardly tenable in the case of bilateral symmetrical defects, though a scalp defect could be explained on such a theory. Beresford and Samman (1948) ascribed these defects to failure of development of superficial vessels. Patriarca et al. (1972) 
